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Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings: Mastering Your Lawn Care Routine

scotts broadcast spreader settings are a key component to achieving a lush,
healthy

lawn without wasting fertilizer or seed. If you?ve ever wondered how to get the most out of
your Scotts spreader, you?re in the right place. Understanding the right settings for
di?erent lawn care products ensures even coverage, prevents patchy spots, and helps you
avoid the common pitfalls of over- or under-application. Let?s dive into how these settings
work and how to adjust them properly for your speci?c needs.

Understanding Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

When it comes to using a Scotts broadcast spreader, the settings you choose directly
impact how much product is distributed per square foot. The spreader has a dial or lever
that controls the size of the opening at the bottom of the hopper, determining how much
fertilizer, grass seed, or other granular products fall onto your lawn as you push it.

Each type of lawn product has a recommended spreader setting, usually provided on the
packaging. These recommendations are tailored to the granule size, weight, and
distribution pattern of the product, which is why it?s crucial to follow the guidelines

closely. Using improper settings can result in uneven application ? too much fertilizer in

one area can burn your grass, while too little can leave your lawn undernourished.
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How to Read and Use the Settings Dial

The Scotts spreader settings dial typically ranges from 1 to 10, though some models have
di?erent scales. Lower numbers mean a smaller opening and less product ?ow, while
higher numbers allow more material to spread. For example, a fertilizer with a
recommended setting of 4 means you should set the dial to 4 to dispense the correct
amount.

Before you start spreading:

Consult the product label for the recommended setting.

Set the dial accordingly on your broadcast spreader.

Walk at a steady pace to ensure uniform coverage.

Many users ?nd it helpful to test the spreader on a small patch before covering the entire
lawn. This lets you see the product ?ow and make any necessary adjustments.
Common Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings for Popular Lawn
Products

Di?erent lawn care products require di?erent spreader settings because of their unique
granule sizes and application rates. Here are some typical settings for popular products
used with Scotts broadcast spreaders:

Fertilizer

Fertilizer granules vary widely, but many Scotts lawn fertilizers have recommended
spreader settings between 3 and 6. For example, a general-purpose lawn fertilizer might

suggest a setting of 4 for even coverage. Always check the label for your speci?c product,
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as over-application can lead to fertilizer burn.

Grass Seed

Grass seed is usually lighter and smaller than fertilizer granules, so it requires a lower
spreader setting. Most grass seed packages recommend settings between 2 and 4 on a
Scotts spreader. Spreading seed too densely can cause overcrowding, So precise
calibration matters.

Weed Control Products

Products like crabgrass preventers or weed killers typically have their own unique
settings, often in the low to mid-range numbers. Applying these products evenly is
essential for e?ective weed control and to avoid damaging your lawn.

Tips for Achieving Optimal Results with Scotts Broadcast

Spreader Settings

Knowing the right setting is just one piece of the puzzle. Here are some practical tips to
make your lawn care e?orts more e?ective:

Calibrate your spreader: If you?re unsure about the settings, run a calibration

test by measuring how much product dispenses over a set distance. This will help
you ?ne-tune your spreader for accurate application.

Maintain a consistent walking speed: Variations in pace can cause uneven
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distribution. Using a metronome or counting your steps per minute helps keep your
speed steady.

Overlap your passes slightly: To avoid missed spots, overlap each pass by
about

20-30%. This ensures full coverage without doubling up too much.

Adjust for slope and terrain: When working on uneven ground, you might need
4.

to slow down or reduce the spreader setting to prevent product runo?.

Clean your spreader after use: Residue buildup can a?ect how the product
?0WsS

through the spreader, leading to inconsistent applications in the future.

Why Proper Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings Matter

Using the correct settings on your Scotts broadcast spreader isn?t just about convenience;
it?s about lawn health and environmental responsibility. Over-applying fertilizer or weed
control chemicals can harm your grass, contaminate groundwater, and increase your
expenses unnecessarily. On the other hand, under-application may leave your lawn
vulnerable to pests, weeds, and nutrient de?ciencies.

By mastering your spreader settings, you ensure that your lawn receives the right amount
of nutrients and protection. This results in a greener, thicker lawn that resists weeds and

disease. Plus, proper application helps you get the best value from your lawn care
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products.

Adjusting for Di?erent Lawn Sizes and Shapes

Your lawn?s size and shape also in?uence how you use your Scotts broadcast spreader.
For small or irregularly shaped areas, you may want to reduce the spread pattern or
switch to a handheld or drop spreader for more precision. For larger, open spaces, the
broadcast spreader?s wide spread pattern is e?cient and e?ective.

If you have narrow strips or ?ower beds next to your lawn, be cautious not to overspray
those areas. Adjust your walking path and consider reducing the spreader setting when
working near sensitive plants.

Additional Considerations: Weather and Timing

Timing your applications and considering the weather can enhance the e?ectiveness of
your spreader settings. For example, applying fertilizer before a light rain can help
nutrients penetrate the soil, but heavy rain right afterward might wash the product away.
Similarly, spreading seed or fertilizer during calm, dry conditions helps prevent drift and
uneven coverage.

Humidity and temperature also a?ect how quickly products work and how your lawn
responds. Applying lawn care products during cooler parts of the day (morning or late
afternoon) can reduce stress on grass.

Using Scotts Spreaders with Di?erent Product Types

Not all products are created equal. Some granular materials are heavier or stickier, which
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can a?ect how they ?ow through the spreader. For example, organic fertilizers or slow-
release products may require di?erent settings compared to synthetic fertilizers.

If you switch between product types frequently, it?s a good idea to clean your spreader
thoroughly each time and recalibrate the settings to match the new material. Some Scotts
spreaders come with adjustable de?ectors or removable spreader plates that can help
tailor the spread pattern for di?erent products.

Mastering your Scotts broadcast spreader settings takes a bit of practice, but once you
get the hang of it, your lawn care routine becomes more e?cient and rewarding. By
following product recommendations, calibrating your spreader, and paying attention to
your walking speed and weather conditions, you?ll be well on your way to a vibrant,
healthy lawn that?s the envy of the neighborhood.

Question

Answer

What are the recommended

Scotts broadcast spreader

settings for 50 pounds of

grass seed?

For 50 pounds of grass seed, a common Scotts

broadcast spreader setting is around 6 to 8, depending

on the model. Always refer to the seed packaging and

the spreader manual for precise calibration.
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How do | adjust the Scotts

broadcast spreader for

fertilizer application?

To adjust your Scotts broadcast spreader for fertilizer,

check the fertilizer bag for the recommended spreader

setting, then set the dial accordingly. Typically, settings

range from 3 to 8 depending on the product weight and

granule size.

Can | use the same Scotts

spreader setting for both

grass seed and fertilizer?

No, you should not use the same setting for grass seed

and fertilizer because they have di?erent weights and

granule sizes. Always adjust the spreader according to

the product instructions.

What is the best way to

calibrate a Scotts broadcast

spreader?

To calibrate your Scotts broadcast spreader, measure a

speci?c area, weigh the amount of product needed,

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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adjust the spreader setting, apply product over the

area, and verify the coverage. Adjust settings as needed

for accuracy.

How often should | check and

adjust the settings on my

Scotts broadcast spreader?

You should check and adjust the settings on your Scotts

spreader before each use, especially when switching

between di?erent products like seed, fertilizer, or lime,

to ensure proper application rates.

What happens if my Scotts

broadcast spreader is set too

high?

If the spreader setting is too high, it will dispense too

much product, which can lead to over-fertilization,

wasted seed, or potential damage to your lawn.

Are Scotts broadcast

spreader settings universal

across all models?

No, settings can vary across di?erent Scotts broadcast

spreader models. Always consult your speci?c

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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spreader?s user manual and product packaging for the

correct settings.

How do | ?nd the correct

Scotts broadcast spreader

setting for lime application?

For lime application, refer to the lime bag for

recommended spreader settings and adjust your Scotts

broadcast spreader accordingly, usually settings are

higher due to the coarse granules of lime.

Can | use Scotts broadcast

spreader settings from online

charts without testing?

While online charts provide good starting points, it's

best to test your spreader settings on a small area ?rst

to ensure accurate application before treating your

entire lawn.

Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings: A Comprehensive Guide for Optimal Lawn Care

Vol. 2023, Issue 4

scotts broadcast spreader settings are crucial for achieving even and e?cient

application of fertilizers, grass seeds, and other lawn care products. Understanding how to

properly adjust these settings can signi?cantly impact the health and appearance of your
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lawn, preventing issues such as over-application, patchy coverage, or wasted materials.
This article delves into the speci?cs of Scotts broadcast spreader calibration, the
importance of selecting the right settings for various products, and practical tips to
maximize the e?ectiveness of your lawn care routine.

Understanding Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

Broadcast spreaders, like those manufactured by Scotts, are designed to distribute
granular materials over a wide area by ?broadcasting? them as you push or tow the unit.
The central component of this process is the spreader setting, a numerical value that
controls the size of the opening through which the granules pass, thereby regulating the
application rate.

Scotts spreaders often feature a numbered dial, ranging from low to high settings (for
example, from 1 to 10 or 1 to 15), which correspond to di?erent ?ow rates. The correct
setting depends on several factors: the product being used (fertilizer, seed, lime), the
desired application rate (pounds per 1,000 square feet), and the grain size of the material.
Adjusting the spreader setting inaccurately can lead to uneven distribution or damage to
your lawn.

Why Proper Settings Matter

Incorrect Scotts broadcast spreader settings can result in several problems:

Over-application: Applying too much fertilizer or seed can burn grass, promote

excessive weed growth, or waste money.
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Under-application: Applying too little product may fail to achieve the desired
2.
e?ect, such as insu?cient fertilization or patchy turf growth.

Uneven spread: Miscalibrated settings can cause streaks or bare spots, leading
to

an unprofessional lawn appearance.

Thus, understanding how to select and calibrate the appropriate setting is essential for
precise lawn care.

Calibrating Your Scotts Broadcast Spreader

Before applying any product, calibration ensures that your spreader dispenses the correct
amount per square foot. The process involves measuring the amount of material the
spreader releases over a known area and then adjusting the dial accordingly.
Step-by-Step Calibration Process

Select a test area: Choose a ?at surface with a known measurement, such as a

100-square-foot section of your driveway or lawn.

Fill the hopper: Pour the product into the spreader?s hopper, noting the
guantity

2.

used.
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Set the initial dial: Use the manufacturer?s recommended setting for the
product

3.

or start at a mid-range number.

Walk at a steady pace: Push the spreader across the test area to distribute the
4,

material evenly.

Measure material applied: Collect the spread product from the test area or
weigh

5.
the remaining material in the hopper to calculate how much was distributed.

Adjust the dial: Increase or decrease the setting to match the desired
application

6.

rate, repeating the test if necessary.

Many Scotts products include recommended spreader settings on their packaging, but
calibration remains a critical step because factors such as walking speed, hopper ?Il level,
and product granule size can in?uence distribution.

Common Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings for Popular Lawn Products
Di?erent lawn care products require varying settings to achieve optimal coverage:

Fertilizer: Typically, settings range from 4 to 8 depending on the fertilizer?s
granule
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size and the desired application rate. For instance, a Scotts Turf Builder fertilizer
might recommend a setting of 5 to 6.

Grass seed: Finer materials like seed require lower settings to avoid
overseeding

and promote even germination, often between 1 and 3.

Lime or soil amendments: Coarser materials require higher settings, sometimes
3.

up to 10 or 12, to allow granules to ?ow freely without clogging.

It is essential to consult both the spreader?s user manual and the product packaging for
speci?c guidance, as variations in product density and granule size in?uence spreader
settings.

Features In?uencing Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

Modern Scotts broadcast spreaders o?er a range of features that a?ect how settings
should be chosen and adjusted.

Variable Speed and Flow Control

Some Scotts models come equipped with variable speed controls that allow users to ?ne-
tune ?ow rates beyond the basic numbered dial. This feature enhances accuracy by
compensating for walking pace and terrain changes. Users should always test settings
after adjusting speed to maintain consistent application.

Hopper Size and Spread Width
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The capacity of the hopper impacts the need for frequent re?lling but also in?uences
spreader settings. Larger hoppers may require recalibration as the weight of the product
can a?ect the ?ow rate. Additionally, the spread width?often adjustable between 5 to 15
feet?determines how wide the product disperses, indirectly impacting the setting choice
for uniform coverage.

Material Compatibility

Not all Scotts spreaders perform equally with every lawn product. Some models are
optimized for seed dispersion, while others excel at fertilizer or ice melt application.
Understanding the model-speci?c instructions ensures that users select appropriate
settings aligned with the product?s intended use.

Comparing Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings to Other Brands

When evaluating Scotts broadcast spreader settings, it is instructive to compare them
with competitors such as Earthway, Agri-Fab, or Spyker. While the fundamental principles
remain consistent?setting adjustment controls ?ow rate?the scale and calibration
methods di?er.

Scotts typically provides clear, product-speci?c guidelines, making it user-friendly for
homeowners. Earthway spreaders often emphasize precise calibration with digital
controls, while Agri-Fab models may feature heavier-duty construction suited for larger
properties but require more manual calibration.

This comparison highlights that Scotts spreaders strike a balance between ease of use
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and e?ective control, especially for typical residential lawn sizes.

Pros and Cons of Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

Pros:

Clear, numbered dial settings simplify adjustments.

Widely supported by product packaging recommendations.

Compatible with a range of granule sizes and materials.

3.

Models available with variable speed for better control.

4.

Cons:

Calibration can be a?ected by user walking speed and terrain.

Settings may require frequent adjustment when switching products.

Some models lack digital precision features found in competitors.

Practical Tips for Optimizing Scotts Broadcast Spreader Settings

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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To ensure the best results with Scotts broadcast spreaders, consider the following expert
recommendations:

Always calibrate before application: Even if following recommended settings,

real-world variables necessitate testing.

Maintain consistent walking pace: Variations in speed lead to uneven

2.

application, so use a pace consistent with calibration runs.

Clean the spreader regularly: Residual buildup or clogged openings can distort
3.

settings and ?ow rates.

Adjust for weather conditions: Wind can a?ect broadcast distribution, so
choose

calm days for application or adjust spread width accordingly.

Use product-speci?c settings: Refer to both product packaging and the Scotts
S.

manual to avoid guesswork.

By following these guidelines, users can maximize the e?ciency and e?ectiveness of their

lawn care e?orts.

Navigating the nuances of Scotts broadcast spreader settings reveals a blend of science
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and practical know-how essential for lawn enthusiasts and professionals alike. The right
setting ensures that lawns receive the precise amount of nutrients or seed necessary for
lush, even growth. While the process may require initial e?ort in calibration and
adjustment, the payo? in lawn health and resource e?ciency is signi?cant. Ultimately,
mastering these settings transforms a simple garden tool into a powerful ally in landscape
maintenance.

scotts broadcast spreader calibration, scotts spreader settings chart, scotts spreader
adjustment, scotts broadcast spreader weights, scotts spreader application rates, scotts
spreader calibration tool, scotts spreader settings lawn fertilizer, scotts spreader settings
for grass seed, scotts spreader settings for weed control, scotts spreader drop rate

settings

Lesco Spreader Settings For Scotts Products

Lesco Spreader Settings For Scotts Products

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products: A Complete Guide for Lawn Care Enthusiasts

lesco spreader settings for scotts products often come up as a common
question

among homeowners and lawn care professionals aiming for that perfect, lush green lawn.
If you?re using a Lesco spreader to apply Scotts fertilizers, grass seeds, or weed control

products, understanding the correct settings can make all the di?erence between a



scotts broadcast spreader settings Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 4

patchy yard and a beautifully even lawn. In this guide, we?ll walk you through the
essential Lesco spreader settings speci?cally tailored for Scotts products, share practical
tips, and clarify how to achieve optimal coverage with minimal waste.

Why Matching Lesco Spreader Settings with Scotts Products

Matters

When it comes to lawn maintenance, precision is key. Scotts products are formulated with
speci?c nutrient ratios and application rates, and using the right spreader settings
ensures these products are applied evenly and at the recommended dosage.

Lesco spreaders are popular for their durability and precision, especially among
professional landscapers. However, since Lesco?s calibration system is di?erent from
Scotts?, knowing the exact settings for each product helps you avoid over-application that
could burn your lawn or under-application that might leave weeds thriving. This
harmonization also prevents unnecessary expenses and environmental impact.
Understanding Lesco Spreader Calibration Basics

Before diving into product-speci?c settings, it?s helpful to understand how Lesco spreaders
work. Lesco spreaders typically use a numbered dial or lever system to control the
opening size through which the granular product dispenses. The higher the setting
number, the wider the opening, allowing more product to be released per pass.

Unlike Scotts spreaders, which often have settings designed explicitly for their proprietary
products, Lesco spreaders are adjustable for a broad range of granular materials,

including fertilizers, seeds, and herbicides. That ?exibility means you need to adjust the



scotts broadcast spreader settings Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 4

settings based on the product type and desired application rate.
Key Factors In?uencing Lesco Spreader Settings

Product Granule Size: Larger granules require a di?erent setting than ?ner

powders to achieve the correct spread rate.

Desired Application Rate: Expressed in pounds per 1,000 square feet, this rate
2.

dictates how much product needs to be distributed evenly.

Spreader Speed: Walking speed a?ects how much material is applied; slower
3.

speeds mean more product is spread over the same area.

Overlap Technique: Proper overlap ensures full coverage without streaks or
4.

missed spots.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Popular Scotts Products

Let?s break down some common Scotts products and the recommended Lesco spreader
settings to maximize their e?ectiveness.

Lesco Settings for Scotts Turf Builder Fertilizer

Scotts Turf Builder is a staple for lawn nourishment, providing essential nutrients to

promote healthy grass growth. When using Turf Builder with a Lesco spreader:
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Recommended Setting: Lesco spreader setting between 9 and 11, depending on

the model and granule size.

Application Rate: Typically 3.5to 4.5 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft.

Tip: Calibrate your spreader by catching the granules on a piece of cardboard
3.

during a timed walk to ensure you?re applying the correct amount.

Because the granules are medium-sized, this setting ensures a steady, even distribution

without clumping.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Grass Seed Products

Applying grass seed evenly is crucial for uniform lawn growth. Scotts grass seeds vary in

size depending on the variety, so settings can di?er slightly.

Recommended Lesco Setting: Usually around 3-5 for ?ne grass seeds like
fescue

or ryegrass.

Application Rate: Follow the seed bag instructions, often around 5-10 pounds
per

2.
1,000 sq. ft.

Tip: Use a slower walking pace to avoid seed wastage and ensure seeds are not
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too

densely packed.

For larger seeds such as Kentucky bluegrass, slightly higher settings (5-7) may be
required to dispense the seed properly.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Weed Control Products

Weed killers or pre-emergent herbicides from Scotts usually have precise application rates
that, if not followed, can impact lawn safety and e?ectiveness.

Recommended Setting: Typically between 6 and 9, but always check the
product

label.

Application Rate: Generally ranges from 2 to 4 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft.,

2.

depending on the product.

Tip: Wear protective gear and avoid overlapping too much to prevent damage to
3.

grass.

Because these products can be potent, using a calibrated Lesco spreader setting keeps

your lawn safe and the product e?ective.

How to Calibrate Your Lesco Spreader for Scotts Products
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Calibration is the secret to achieving perfect Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products.
Here?s a simple step-by-step guide:

Prepare Your Area: Measure out a 1,000 square foot test area or use a smaller

section and scale accordingly.

Set the Spreader: Start with the recommended Lesco setting for your Scotts

2.
product.

Collect the Output: Hold a container or cardboard under the spreader to catch
the

granules while you walk at your usual speed across the test area.
Weigh the Material: Use a kitchen scale to weigh the collected granules.
4.

Adjust as Needed: If the weight is higher than the recommended application
rate,

lower the setting. If it?s lower, increase the setting.

Repeat: Repeat the test until the spreader dispenses the exact amount
6.

recommended by Scotts for that product.

This method ensures you?re not guessing but applying with precision.
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Tips for Optimizing Lesco Spreader Performance with Scotts
Products

Using the right spreader settings is just part of the equation. Here are additional tips to
enhance your lawn care results:

Keep Your Spreader Clean: Residual product buildup can clog the mechanism

and a?ect distribution.

Check Weather Conditions: Avoid spreading before rain or in windy conditions
to

prevent runo? or drift.

Maintain Consistent Walking Speed: Variations can cause uneven application.
3.

Overlap Slightly: A 25% overlap on each pass helps avoid missed spots without
4,

doubling product application.

Store Products Properly: Moisture can cause clumping, which a?ects spreading
5.

consistency.

Adjusting Lesco Spreader Settings for Di?erent Lawn Sizes and

Conditions
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Whether you?re treating a small backyard or a sprawling front lawn, adjusting your Lesco
spreader settings and technique is vital. For larger areas, maintaining a steady pace and
consistent overlap becomes even more important to prevent streaks or bare spots.
Additionally, soil type and grass variety can in?uence the e?ectiveness of Scotts products.
Sandy soils may require slightly di?erent application approaches than clay-heavy soils, so
keep an eye on your lawn?s response and be ready to tweak your spreader settings
accordingly.

Navigating lesco spreader settings for scotts products doesn?t have to be complicated.
With a bit of calibration, attention to detail, and understanding how your spreader works
with di?erent Scotts formulations, you can con?dently apply fertilizers, seeds, and weed
controls to achieve beautiful, healthy lawns. The key lies in patience, precision, and
regular maintenance of your equipment?your lawn will thank you for it!

Question

Answer

What is the recommended

Lesco spreader setting for

Scotts Turf Builder fertilizer?

For Scotts Turf Builder fertilizer, the recommended

Lesco spreader setting is typically between 5 and 7, but

it's best to refer to the speci?c product label for exact
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calibration.

How do I calibrate my Lesco

spreader for Scotts products?

To calibrate your Lesco spreader for Scotts products, ?l|

the hopper with the product, set the spreader to the

recommended setting, spread over a measured area,

and adjust the setting as needed to achieve the correct

application rate.

Are Lesco spreader settings

the same for all Scotts

products?

No, Lesco spreader settings vary depending on the

speci?c Scotts product and application rate. Always

check the product label or Scotts website for the correct

setting for each product.

Can | use the Lesco spreader

settings recommended for

Scotts fertilizer with Scotts

grass seed?

No, grass seed and fertilizer have di?erent weights and

application rates, so Lesco spreader settings for Scotts

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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grass seed di?er from fertilizer settings. Always use the

recommended setting speci?c to the Scotts product

being applied.

Where can | ?nd the Lesco

spreader settings for Scotts

products?

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products can usually

be found on the product packaging, in the Scotts

product application guide, or on the Scotts and Lesco

websites.

What should | do if the Lesco

spreader setting for a Scotts

product is not listed?

If the Lesco spreader setting is not listed for a Scotts

product, contact Scotts customer service or consult the

Lesco spreader manual to perform a calibration test to

determine the correct setting.

Does weather a?ect Lesco

spreader settings for Scotts

products?

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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Weather can impact the e?ectiveness of application but

generally does not change the Lesco spreader settings.

However, avoid spreading when windy or wet conditions

could cause uneven application.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products: A Detailed Guide to Optimal Application

lesco spreader settings for scotts products represent a critical consideration
for

homeowners, landscapers, and turf professionals aiming to achieve precise and e?ective
lawn care results. Both Lesco and Scotts are prominent names in the turf and lawn care
industry, known respectively for their high-quality spreaders and comprehensive line of
fertilizers, seed, and turf treatments. Understanding how to adjust your Lesco spreader
speci?cally for Scotts products can signi?cantly in?uence application accuracy, coverage
uniformity, and ultimately, the health and aesthetics of your lawn.

This article delves into the nuances of Lesco spreader calibration for Scotts products,
exploring the interplay between equipment settings and product speci?cations. It also
evaluates the practical implications of mismatched settings and o?ers actionable insights
to ensure that users get the most out of their lawn care routines.

Understanding Lesco Spreader Settings and Their Importance

Lesco spreaders, particularly the walk-behind and push models, are engineered for
precision and durability in distributing granular products. They o?er adjustable settings

that control the ?ow rate of materials, which is essential for achieving the recommended
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application rates speci?ed by product manufacturers like Scotts.

Incorrect spreader settings can lead to under-application or over-application of fertilizers
and seeds, resulting in patchy lawns, nutrient de?ciencies, or even environmental runo?
issues. Therefore, aligning Lesco spreader settings with Scotts product requirements is
not just a matter of convenience but a fundamental practice in sustainable and e?ective
lawn care.

How Lesco Spreader Settings Correlate with Scotts Product Application
Rates

Scotts products, including their popular Turf Builder fertilizers, grass seed blends, and
weed control treatments, come with clearly de?ned application rates, usually expressed in
pounds per 1,000 square feet. Lesco spreaders feature numbered settings that adjust the
opening of the hopper gate, controlling the volume of material dispersed per pass.

For example, Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Food typically recommends an application rate of
5,000 square feet per 10 pounds of product. To achieve this, users must adjust their Lesco
spreader to a setting that matches this rate. According to Lesco?s calibration data, a
setting between 6 and 8 on most of their standard walk-behind models corresponds
roughly to this ?ow rate for materials with similar granule size and weight to Scotts Turf
Builder.

However, it's essential to note that granular size, weight, and moisture content can a?ect
spreader performance. Therefore, users should reference both Lesco?s calibration charts

and Scotts? product guidelines and, if possible, perform a test spread to verify coverage
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before full application.

Calibrating Lesco Spreaders for Di?erent Scotts Products

Given the variety of Scotts products?ranging from fertilizers to grass seed, and weed
control granules?each product demands speci?c spreader settings. Here?s an analytical
breakdown of how to approach calibration for some of the most common Scotts o?erings
when using a Lesco spreader.

Fertilizers: Scotts Turf Builder and Beyond

Granular fertilizers like Turf Builder are designed for steady nutrient release, making
precise application rates crucial. Lesco spreader settings for Scotts fertilizers generally fall
within a mid-range setting, often between 5 and 10 depending on the model.

Lesco Walk-Behind Spreader Model 18: Settings 6-8 are typically e?ective for

Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Food.

Lesco 80 LB Drop Spreader: Settings 8-10 help cover larger areas e?ciently,
2.

suitable for Scotts fertilizer granules.

A practical step is to conduct a catch test by spreading on a known area and measuring

the amount dispensed. This ensures that the spreader setting matches the Scotts

product?s application rate, which is vital for avoiding nutrient burn or insu?cient feeding.

Grass Seed Application with Lesco Spreaders
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Scotts grass seed blends, including their popular turfgrass seed mixes, often have
di?erent granule sizes and densities compared to fertilizers. This factor necessitates
recalibration of the Lesco spreader. Seed application generally requires more delicate
control to prevent overseeding or patchy coverage.

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts grass seed products tend to be lower than those for
fertilizers, often in the 3 to 6 range on most models. This lower setting accommodates the
lighter and smaller seed particles, ensuring even distribution without waste.

Weed Control Granules and Specialized Products

Scotts weed control products, such as those containing granular herbicides, require
precise application to avoid damaging desirable turfgrass. Lesco spreader settings for
these products usually mirror those of fertilizers but often require even more careful
calibration due to the potency of herbicides.

Because of the environmental and safety implications, many professionals recommend
starting at a lower spreader setting and gradually increasing until the desired coverage
rate is con?rmed with a test application.

Factors In?uencing Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products
Beyond product type, several external factors in?uence optimal Lesco spreader settings
when applying Scotts products:

Granule Size and Weight

The physical characteristics of Scotts products vary; fertilizers often have uniform, heavier

granules, while seeds and weed control products might have lighter or irregular shapes.
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These di?erences a?ect how granules ?ow through the spreader mechanism, requiring
adjustments in hopper gate settings.

Lawn Size and Terrain

The spreader setting also depends on lawn dimensions and topography. For example,
uneven terrain may require a more conservative setting to prevent uneven distribution
caused by bouncing or inconsistent spreader movement.

Environmental Conditions

Humidity, moisture, and wind can a?ect product dispersion. Moisture may cause granules
to clump, reducing ?ow rate, while wind can carry lighter particles o?-target. Adjusting
Lesco spreader settings downward in damp conditions can help maintain proper
application rates.

Practical Tips for Optimizing Lesco Spreader Settings with Scotts
Products

To maximize the e?ectiveness of lesco spreader settings for Scotts products, consider the
following best practices:

Consult Manufacturer Guidelines: Always start by reviewing Scotts?

recommended application rates and Lesco?s spreader calibration charts.

Perform a Catch Test: Use collection trays or similar methods to measure the
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actual output at your chosen spreader setting before treating the entire lawn.

Adjust Gradually: Make incremental changes to spreader settings rather than
3.

large jumps to ?ne-tune accuracy.

Maintain Equipment: Regularly clean and inspect Lesco spreader components
to

prevent clogging or malfunction that could skew application rates.

Account for Overlap: Plan your spreading pattern to minimize overlap and
5.

prevent over-application.

Comparison with Other Spreader Brands

While Lesco spreaders are favored for their durability and calibration precision, some
users may compare settings with other brands like Scotts? own spreaders or Earthway
models. Lesco?s advantage lies in its robust construction and adaptability to various
granular products, but users should be mindful that settings are not universally
transferable between brands due to design di?erences.

In contrast, Scotts spreaders often come pre-calibrated for Scotts products, simplifying
setup but sometimes lacking the customization options that Lesco o?ers to experienced
users.

Understanding these distinctions can help users decide whether investing time in



scotts broadcast spreader settings Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 4

mastering Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products is worthwhile relative to their lawn

care goals.

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products are a critical nexus of equipment precision

and product e?cacy. When calibrated correctly, they ensure that lawns receive the right

amount of nutrients, seed, and treatments, promoting healthy growth and environmental

stewardship. As with any lawn care equipment, the key lies in informed adjustments,

routine checks, and attention to the unique characteristics of both the spreader and the

applied product.
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